
A Pastoral Letter on Holy Communion at This Time 

 
April 2, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
It would be hard to overstate how much we miss seeing all of you at worship. We pray the day will come 
quickly when we can once again enjoy each other’s personal fellowship. Until then, we will continue to 
provide online worship services and Sunday morning Bible study, as well as DVD recordings and printed 
material for our members who do not have online capability. 
 
The main topic we wish to address in this letter is Holy Communion. The decision that follows comes as 
the result of prayerful deliberation, internal discussion, and consultation with others in our Synod 
grappling with the same issue at this unprecedented time in our nation. 
 
With full knowledge of how much God’s people treasure and desire receiving the Lord’s Supper, under 
the present circumstances we feel it best to temporarily suspend any formal or scheduled attempt to 
provide Holy Communion until that time when we resume our regular worship services and are able to 
celebrate it in our customary way. 
 
Exception to the above is pastoral care for the sick or dying and other cases upon request where the 
Lord’s Supper can be administered safely for all involved given the current health restrictions.  
 
These plans may change as circumstances around us change. 
 
There are a number of reasons that led us to this conclusion. Perhaps the most apparent is compliance 
with the governor’s “Safer at Home” order that is in effect until the end of April. As Christian citizens, we 
want to do our part in “flattening the curve” by lessening any possibility of inadvertently spreading the 
coronavirus or receiving it ourselves through others. 
 
There is an exception for churches (under the general heading of “Weddings and Funerals”) that allows 
nine or fewer people in a location as long as proper social distancing is observed, which is why we are 
able to continue our Livestreaming services. That exception might possibly allow small groups to receive 
the Lord’s Supper. We discussed this.  
 
But pressing the exception in this way, coupled with the sanitization needed to safely carry it out, would 
be both difficult and seemingly contradictory to the original intent of limiting all “unnecessary” social 
interaction. In addition, we do not want to harm our witness to the community. In the event someone 
would get sick – or would cause someone else to get sick – our church could be viewed with suspicion for 
increasing the health risk, even if not true.  
 
This decision was also made with the understanding that while our Lord wants us to take Holy 
Communion often, he does not say how often. There are times and situations in life when Christians, for 
reasons beyond their control, are forced to be away from the sacrament for extended periods of time. 
Given the national health crisis and mandatory restrictions that accompany it, we are in such a time. 
 
But again, we pray it won’t be long. And when we are able to once again worship our Lord Jesus Christ 
and celebrate Holy Communion together in our customary way, what a joyful and meaningful occasion it 
will be!  
 
  



For the time being – and especially as we enter another Holy Week – we encourage our members to 
remember that the “Means of Grace” also includes our baptism, through which the Holy Spirit created or 
confirmed saving faith within us, and his holy Word, through which the Holy Spirit sustains and 
strengthens our faith.  
 
Now more than ever is a time to reflect upon our status as baptized children of God and recommit 
ourselves to personal Bible reading. Now more than ever is a time to consider not what we don’t have, 
but what we do have: a Savior who lived, died, and rose again so we might be forgiven all our sins and 
enjoy a fellowship with him and each other that will have no end.  
 
Therefore, let us find strength and comfort in that which binds us together even when we are physically 
apart – “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of us all, who is over all and through all 
and in all” (Ephesians 4:6). 

 
In Christ,  
 
Your pastors 


